PARENT EVENT CALENDAR

OCTOBER- NOVEMBER 2020
OCTOBER 2:
OCTOBER 5-9
OCTOBER 12:
NOVEMBER 3:
NOVEMBER 11:
NOVEMBER 26
NOVEMBER 27:

QUARTER 1 ENDS
FALL BREAK
QUARTER 2 BEGINS
ELECTION DAY (NO SCHOOL)
VETERANS DAY (NO SCHOOL)
THANKSGIVING (NO SCHOOL)
HOLIDAY (NO SCHOOL)

PRINCIPAL'S

MESSAGE

Aloha Parents, Students, Staff and Friends, We have had an
interesting start to this school year. Campus is very
different with virtual classrooms, masks that cover up
smiles, six foot distancing and quiet hallways absent of
students. Through all this change, we are doing well. Thank
you to all of you for embracing the new ways of learning. I
am so proud of our students for participating in distance
learning and doing their best. I am also thankful to our
parents for supporting your children and embracing the
changing schedules, new ways of learning and keeping your
families safe.
Our teachers and staff are doing a
magnificent job of keeping our facility clean and safe and
delivering rigorous, engaging lessons using technology. Stay
connected to us through our website, social media, phone
calls and emails. Please also stop by the office for any
updates, or if you have not picked up your planner, binder,
mask, or opening packet.The first quarter will end on
October 2, 2020. It is important that students are passing
their classes. Please contact your counselor if your child
needs assistance or if you would like to schedule a
conference to find out how your child is doing.Please
contact us at 832-3130 if you have questions, concerns or if
you would like to find out more about upcoming events
such as our WASC (School Accreditation) coming up the
week of October 19th.
Mahalo, Principal Lorelei Aiwohi

HIGH SCHOOL
REGISTRATION

Many high schools will be sending us their course guides in
November. The guide and class request forms your child
receives are based on his/her home address. If you have
changed your address, please stop by the attendance
office to pick up an address change form. In addition to
completing this form, please attach documentation of this
move (copy of your rental/lease agreement, mortgage
statement, copy of a utility bill).
Please submit any
address changes by October 30th so that the high schools
know how many guides to send to our school. If you have
any questions, please contact the registrar’s office at 3054550.
- Rochelle Shiraki

READY OR NOT,
IT'S GRAB AND GO LUNCH

Have you heard about this “Grab-and-Go” lunch program?
It launched a few months ago, KMS students can get
some much needed nutrition. How much does it cost? It
doesn’t cost a dime, a nickel, or a penny. IT’S FREE OR
EVERYONE! But this is only if you are a KMS student. So
you MUST show your KMS ID so that you can get some of
that nutrition. When can you go? Starting on October 12
Distance Learners will only have the option of picking up
a Lunch for the day of and a breakfast for the next
morning. This means breakfast will no longer be served
to distance learners in the mornings. On campus learners
may pick up breakfast from 7:30-8:00AM and lunch for all
students is available from 11:30AM-NOON. If you need
any food, just head on over to our KMS front office and
the “Grab-and-Go” program will be waiting for you!
- Keoni Pimentel

Enough of the
charades, it’s time for
Grades!
I get it, you trust your child, but don’t you want to check your
kid’s grades anytime you want? Speaking of grades, Kalakaua
Middle School sent out students’ Progress Report Cardsin the
middle of Quarter 1. Progress reports get mailed out to the
given addresses of every student, in the middle of each
quarter. It lets parents know how their child is doing in
school so far for the first half of the quarter. Grade level
Counselor, Mr. Fung, explained that, “The purpose of
Progress Reports is to inform the parents and students about
how they are doing in their classes at the halfway point of the
(each) quarter.”-----Just in case your kid thinks they’re a
sneaky sloth -- (they’re not) having the Infinite Campus App
will have them thinking twice! Infinite Campus is a school
related app that keeps track of any school announcements,
your child’s schedule, teachers and their grades. In addition
to what Mr. Fung had said earlier, he further explained that,
“Infinite Campus is helpful for parents, so they can check on
their child and their status at the time/progress in each class,
and then they can talk to their child to motivate/encourage
them to do better or to tell them to maintain what they are
doing in each class.” Students can even keep track of their
grades, too! They can either install the app on any of their
devices, or go onto the website through the Student Portal
provided. There is a parent tab on the Kalakaua Middle
School website, that holds a link to the Infinite Campus
Website for them, [along with their parent / guardian login
information]
- Shylee Tabilang

ASL CLASS

There are new teachers, but did you know that there is a new
class at the school… this new class is called ASL/Sign Language.
The importance of learning Sign Language is American Sign
Language is the 3rd most used language in the U.S; Sign
Language is also a great way to communicate and make friends
with deaf people; learning ASL can make you profit by
becoming an interpreter. A bonus is you can talk to Mr. Ramos,
a KMS Vice Principal, without an interpreter. Sign Language is
very useful because when getting a job (like hospitals, fast food
places, stores, etc.), because they need people who have
knowledge about ASL because they need to communicate to
deaf customers. Sign Language teacher, Mr. Takeuchi, has said
that sign language has been useful for him when he was in
Japan and used to be in a Japan Sign language class. He has
made many friends who couldn’t hear and using Sign Language
has also helped his Japanese and communication skills. Mr.
Ramos has said, “Only after becoming fluent in English and
your native language. Then make ASL your 3rd language. If you
are fluent in English and your native language, learning ASL will
be much easier.” So make ASL your priority once you are fluent
in those languages. Also, you never know when you will be
needing Sign Language in your life. Sign Language is a valuable
knowledge to have. There is yet another reason, which was
mentioned by Mr. Ramos, you can obtain a Seal of Biliteracy
certificate and a medallion when you graduate from high
school! What do you think KMS? Would you like to be enrolled
in this ASL elective class?
- Daeshelle Fiesta
The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its schools do
not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, color, national origin,
religion, or disability in its programs and activities. Please direct
inquiries regarding HIDOE nondiscrimination policies as follows:
Title VI, Title IX, and other inquiries
Anne Marie Puglisi, Director
Civil Rights Compliance Office
Hawaii State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804
(808) 586-3322 or
relaycrco@notes.k12.hi.us

ADA/Section 504 inquiries
Krysti Sukita, ADA/504 Specialist
Civil Rights Compliance Office Hawaii
State Department of Education
P.O. Box 2360
Honolulu, Hawaii 96804 (808) 5863322 or relaycrco@notes.k12.hi.us

good

VIBES

Our KMS Ohana has shown so much resilience in the first
months of distance learning. Thank you all for staying
positive while learning something new! We wanted to hear
from our Students and Teachers what their thoughts were
on our distance learning experience so far.
Ms. Domingo tells us, “One of the positives about distance
learning is that we are preventing community spread of
covid 19 in the Kalhi Community, which is very important.“

"Having our
own learning
environment
to study"
Mr. T shared “I like using computers and using technology.
Distance learning gave us opportunities to really use
computers each and every day. We have been able to move
ahead and do cool things with the technology.” Wow!
sounds like teachers are solving a lot of problems! It's
starting to seem like we are seeing light at the end of this
tunnel. Anything we need to improve?

"Students
need reliable
WiFi."
Mr. Shiroma said, “For distance learning to be effective,
students need good, reliable wifi. If it is available for all
students, they would all be able to succeed in class. All the
technology is great but students need wifi and computers
first.” I’d like to say thank you to the teachers that were
interviewed for their great responses!

Do our KMS Students feel the same? Derek Maluyo said
“Some things that I like about distance learning would be the
fact that we can already start on homework after school and
that the homework is not that confusing and basically stuff
we did in the past.” Shaylyn Dela Cruz likes that she can stay
home instead of going all the way to school. Charis Layugan
added with “Having our own environment to study is one
thing I like about distance learning.” Cool! it seems like
distance learning is going fine with the students. These
students also had some suggestions to improve distance
learning. Charis added one drawback was, “Not being able to
communicate and interact with my fellow classmates face-toface.” Derek Maluyo shared, “Some suggestions for distance
learning would be to reduce the amount of homework
because sometimes we can have difficulties that will hold us
back from doing homework.” Also, Charis Layugan had to say
“A suggestion about distance learning is that turning on
cameras should be optional. However, it should be open
during the first 10 minutes of class just to know that the
student is actually present.”Thank you to the 3 students I
interviewed for their time and effort!
- Brian Ballestero

FLU
SHOT

CDC recommends everyone 6 months of age and older get
vaccinated every flu season. A big mahalo to our KMS School
Nurse Mrs. Punahele Luafalemana for coordinating the Fight the
Flu Clinic. Our KMS flu shot clinic will be held for students who
previously signed up. The clinic will take place on October 14
from 8:15AM - 11:30AM. Students will have the option of doing a
"walk-up" OR "drive-through" experience. Students who are
distance learners MUST be accompanied by and adult and wait
either on campus or in the parking lot for fifteen minutes after
getting their flu shot. "Flu season has begun," says Mrs.
Luafalemana, "And it is important for students to get
vaccinated."
- Kieth James

TELL US
ACELLUS
Have you heard of Acellus? Acellus is a website for distance
learning. According to KMS counselor Mr. Fung, “The purpose
of Acellus is about giving the parents another option for their
children to do learning/studying this year. This made many
people realize that maybe Acellus can be good for us. Yes, it
may seem like a lot of work but it is another option for the
students/parents to use this year. It will keep the students in
the swing of things and make them use their minds/brain.”
When families sign up for Acellus they opt out of the Kalakaua
Middle School Google Classrooms. With that being said,
students are not graded by KMS staff. The sign up deadline
was in August. Students that opted into the program are
expected to stay in Acellus until the end of the first semester.
-Nhi Le

EDUCATION

FROM

FAR, FAR

AWAY

Is your child really learning? Or are they Goofing off?
Learn the views of teachers and students alike right
now. As you might know, since the school year started
back up most schools are doing education from far
away to protect students from getting sick. Well is it
really working? From my own perspective I believe I
work best in person. One of my good friends Daniella
said, “I don't like it, I procrastinate a lot and rarely get
any work done” Well since we got some views from a
fellow student lets hear from one of the counselors in
KMS Mr Fung, “I think it is a good option at this time as
we all have many concerns, questions, etc, However,
there is no way distance learning can replace actual
teaching in an actual classroom (the teacher's
instruction, feedback, As you can see students and
teachers alike both believe that distance learning can’t
replace in person learning completely.
-Warren Gadingan

Make a turn,
it's time to learn
Students were introduced to distance learning and some
students are enjoying distance learning while some are really
struggling to get things done. As stated by Micah Jacob, an 8th
grade student who is using Acellus as his learning website,
“I’m currently enjoying distance learning because the
assignments I receive are fewer than the assignments Google
Meets students receive and I’m comfortable from where I’m
at.” Lucia Eserom, another 8th grade student learning by using
Google Meets argues, “Distance learning is harder for me
because my workspace isn’t really a learning environment...
I’m also more shy because I don’t wanna sound confused in
front of the whole class.” Micah Jacob adds, “Even though I like
Acellus, I don’t think Acellus is the appropriate website for me
because every lesson I’m getting I’ve already learned, so I feel
that the Google Meets students are learning more.” Do you
think students are being overdramatic saying the amount of
work they’re getting is too much? If so why? Mr. Fung replied,
“I don't think they are being over dramatic but this is a
different time with different obstacles so it may be stressful
for some. Even for the adults, it's a different situation for them
as well so I think everyone is dealing with it the best they can.
As far as the work, (especially the 6th graders), once they
establish a routine and follow it, things should get better (and
they will see more positive results).” What advice do you have
for those being stressed lately? Mr. Fung says, “I think once
they establish a routine with their distance learning and doing
work at home, (they can still get help from teachers too)
things will seem more "normal" to them. And they should find
ways to deal with their stress as well as it is bound to happen.
They should talk to their friends, family (especially parents),
even teachers and counselors (we are available as well). They
can also find other ways to help them cope, like exercising,
listening to music, talking to friends, watching tv (not too
much video games!), etc. A healthy diet will also keep their
mind & body working well.”

- Neina Konman

TIPS TO DIP
COVID-19

This global pandemic has impacted us all in many different
ways. Knowing how to stay healthy is a must, so here are
some tips you should know to protect yourself and others
around you as well!Wear a mask at ALL times outside in
public with others.
Follow these tips below to stay healthy and safe:
- Hand wash or sanitize after touching objects.
- When washing your hands, make sure you use soap and do
it for at least 20 seconds.
- Disinfect objects/surfaces that are frequently used.
- When wearing a mask, make sure to cover both your nose
and mouth.
- Stay 6 feet away from others (social distance)
- Hand sanitizer with at least 60% of alcohol is best when
killing bacteria.
- Don’t go out/stay in big crowds of people.
- Cover your nose and mouth when sneezing/coughing with a
tissue paper, make sure to throw it away afterward.
- Avoid contact with those who are sick. If you are sick, stay
home.
-Lauren Bacalso
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Dethrone thy
phone

Are your children always on their phones? Since COVID-19 we
have been experienced a loss of activities to do. Our usual
spots may have shut down or even closed. Here are some
activities to do at home to get a screen break!

TRYING SOMETHING NEW:
This could be an opportunity to try something new. Or trying
something that you've always had interest in but never had
the time or courage to do.For example:Mr.Decker, a staff at
Kalakaua Middle, stated, “Last week I saw someone do a
headstand and I was like ‘I want to do that too,” I couldn't at
all. Over the past 5 days I have learned it, little by little. I'm so
proud of myself I can't wait for the next challenge or goal! If
you put your mind to it, you can do anything. That's the
mentality that I have really learned over this COVID thing!”

SELF CARE:
Taking care of yourself: At home, this can also be a great time
to pay attention to yourself instead of others. 1. Get some
rest 2. Do and turn in assignments on time 3. Clean your
personal spaces.

HOME WORKOUTS/ EXERCISE
Stretches:
- Lunges
- Butterflies
- Hamstring stretch
- Washing machines

RECIPE
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Arm/Leg exercises:
- Push-ups
- Chair dips
- Squats
- Jumping Jacks

Core exercises:
- Planks
- Scissor kicks
- Crunches

Oreo rice krispies: with adult supervision
Steps:
1) grab you oreos and crush them into
thick pieces
Ingredients::
2) throw your butter into a non-stick pan
- 2 bags of mini
(melt)
marshmallows
3) add all your marshmallows
- 20 oreos
)turn off stove then add 1 tbs.of vanilla
- vanilla
and a pinch o salt (mix till goey)
- salt
5) add 5 cups cereal and your crushed
- stick of butter
Oreos
- 5 Cups of Rice
6) throw into a pan
Krispy Cereal
7) push down softly
8) let sit for 20mins
- Aziana Nasau

Welcome
new
Teachers

Kalakaua Middle School! We have been blessed this school
year with a number of new teachers. We want to send a
warm welcome to: Ms. Uyeno, Ms. Jun, Ms. Uchida, Mr.
Lamberti, and Mr. Terry.
We were able to catch-up with a handful of these new
teachers in order to introduce them to all of KMS!
Ms. Jenni Uchida, our KMS Intern Vice Principal appreciated
our welcome and says, "I love the students and teachers.
Everyone is very sweet and friendly." Prior to joining our
school she said, "I was a teacher at Hahaione Elementary
School. I taught 1st and 4th grade, then I became a STEM
coach. As a coach, I taught science & engineering to
kindergarten through 5th grade and taught robotics after
school." When asked about her favorite thing about our
school so far. The biggest surprise for Ms. Uchida was, "I was
really impressed by GMBC. The students are very
professional!" Have you seen our GMBC episodes on the
school website? Ms. Uchida is looking forward to "having all
students on campus and meeting every one of them."

Jenni
Uchida

Rachel
Jun
Next, we caught up with Ms. Rachel Jun. She proudly shares,
"I really appreciate all the support and advice from other
teachers and faculty members. It makes me feel like I am a
part of the community here at KMS. I also enjoy working with
my students. They work really hard and I can already see
them improving!" Ms. Jun teaches our EL Newcomers class.
The biggest surprise to her was "how useful i-Ready has been
inside and outside of the classroom. I had not seen this
program before. i-Ready certainly teaches students to
become self-directed learners. I believe it is an important
quality that middle school students will greatly benefit from
(it)." When asked what she looks forward to the most at KMS
Ms. Jun replies, "I can't wait to see distance learning students
face-to-face. It is challenging to get to know them via
computer, but I know that they are amazing students. I hope
the Covid situation will settle down soon."

WOW! we are so lucky to have you join us Ms. Jun! Before
joining our campus ms. Jun completed, "My Master's
program in Second Language Studies at UH Manoa and
taught both English and Korean to students age ranges from
kindergarten to age 50."

Brandon
Kim

Mr. Kim is our new sixth
grade math teacher. he
enjoys the students he
has in class as well as the
faculty and staff. When
asked what surprised him
the most Mr. Kim stated,

"The biggest surprise for me, thus far, is finding out what
angelic voices my AA students have." Who knew? Mr. Kim
thinks their voices are literally music to our ears and looks
forward to, "Hearing Jayden, Princez, and the rest of my AA
sing for me and VP Porras-Tang. Share your gift, J-103!"
Before coming to KMS Mr. Kim was "Working at the Capitol,
and getting ready for law school." Thank you Mr. KIm!

"KMS has
been great!"

Dean
Lamberti

Mr. Dean Lamberti has recently joined us from New Jersey! In
New Jersey Mr. Lamberti had "graduated from the University
of Tennessee in the spring of 2019. After graduation, I was
working as a Geographic Information Systems Technician for
a natural gas service provider." So far Mr. Lamberti has been
surprised by our "open outdoor campus. It is really nice
being able to go outside to get fresh air so easily." We agree!
Mr. Lamberti has appreciated Everyone on campus being
nice and very helpful. he says, "Definitely a warm welcome
here." He looks forward to meeting, "all of my students in
person once we are able to have students safely back on
campus."
Thank you new teachers for your positivity in this unique
school year with us!

